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or any agreed equivalent to frame the constitution
of India. The Muslims and other * accepted ' and
* legitimate * minorities, Mr. Gandhi says, may be'
represented by separate electorates, if necessary,,
but in exact proportion to their numbers, and
further they will determine what is required for
their protection, But then comes the overriding
clause that in all matters of common concern a
composite majority vote would prevail* It is
further suggested that the disputes between the
majority and the minorities with regard to the
safeguards which the latter formulate for the
protection of their rights and interests would be
referred for arbitration to 'the highest judicial tri-
bunal that human ingenuity can conceive/ These
proposals seem to be very attractive and appa-
rently unexceptionable. But they raise some very
grave issues, which the sponsors of the proposal
have not thought fit to face. The first question
is: is an Assembly, elected on adult franchise,
a practical proposition in a vast sub-continent
like India with its teeming millions, ignorant,
illiterate, steeped in apathy, superstitions, paro-
chial jealousies, caste and religious prejudices?
Are the masses of the people capable of under-
standing, to say nothing of pronouncing opinion
the intricate problems arfd grave issues, which
come up before the Assembly? In order'
that the mind and the aspirations of the people